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Part 1: Middle East Study
The study of Middle East region is an important lesson for any international student pursuing a course in Political Studies. There are various reasons why we need to study the Middle East. The Americans have a misperception on the problems being experienced in the region. The policymakers believe that the peace that exists between Israel and Palestine will result in the overall peace in the entire regions. However, the truth of the matter is that the conflict in the region is way far from the war between the two countries. Understanding the factors that contribute to the constant wars will help the policymakers in coming up with solutions that are not only effective but long-lasting.  The conflict resolutions cultures used in the western region is not applicable in the Middle East. The study of the Middle East is crucial in equipping the learners of the possible conflict resolutions mechanisms that are applicable in the region (MacQueen, 2013)
    The Americans have a belief that every person can easily cope and learn to live with others. In the conflict resolution process, the west thinks that the best way to prevent further more is by the adoption of such policies. The wars in the Middle East are far from the perceived ideas from America. The citizen’s fought based on tribal, religion, and sectors. They are not fighting to achieve peace but instead they engage in war so as to eliminate the other party who they believe they are their enemies. Understanding the culture of the region is very important as learners will learn to appreciate the prevailing peace in their country and stop judging the Muslims based on what they see from the media house.   The best solution is to divide the citizens into emirates and live peacefully without interfering the other’s business.
    The Middle East is the origin of almost all the world’s most popular religions. The Christianity, Islamic and Judaism can trace their roots in the region. The area is one of the ancient areas where the history has been documented. The study of the region will be essential in understanding some of the elements in religions. Majority of the habitats in the Middle East are Muslims and the religion has been the guiding factor in the lawmaking process. The study will help a student understand how religion and politics integrate into the current environment.  Although the area is characterized by constant conflicts, the majority of the Muslims are peaceful and only wish to stay with their family. The Middle East is the greatest producer of oil. The oil industry is one of the most important sectors of the global economy. In the event that the sector would fail, the entire international sector will be affected. These are some of the reasons why the superpowers are always interested in the affairs of the region. Understanding the region in a clear perspective will be helpful for students.
    In conclusion, Middle East is one of the areas that pride in ethnic and religious diversity.  Although the people fight on such ground, the diversity has been a source of much scholar research on language and historical record. Many Christians go to Israel to view the areas that have been mentioned in the Bible. On the other hand, according to the Islamic region, every Muslim must go to Mecca before his or her death.  The numerous cultures in the region are an essential learning for political science students.  



Part 2: Al Qaeda vs. ISIS
Al Qaeda origin can be traced back to the 1980s when Osama and some of the top leaders broke away from the anti-Soviet. The aim of the group was to capitalize on the established jihad network. Osama wanted to help small jihad groups in accessing weapons, money and a following. The ISIS started off as an Iraqi organization and is slowly becoming a household name due to the huge destruction that has been made by the bombing and fights. Both ISIS and Al Qaeda are terrorist groups that are fighting for dominance in the Middle East. The ISIS formed from a disagreement of the members of an Affiliate group of the Al Qaeda in Iraq. Al Qaeda believes that ISIS is a trend that will come and go. The major difference arises in the goals and the target of the two terrorist groups. The Al Qaeda mainly focused on recruiting other jihad groups into forming a global terrorist group. The group focuses on destabilizing the American economy by attacking its major outlets. The threat is mainly on the outsiders and not the Muslims. ISIS, on the other hand, is fighting to establish an Islamic state in Iraq and Syrian. Majority of the victims are local women and children. The constant bombing of the area may threaten the stability of the Middle East economy. Currently, Al Qaeda is weaker than ISIS through the former main focus is attacking America and its allies. The tactics being used by ISIS in the training camps are more dynamic and comprehensive. The disputes between the two groups range from the targets, strategies used, mission and weapons used. The Islamic State adopts the strategy of fighting the closer enemies instead of the one used by Al Qaeda of attacking the far enemies (MacQueen, 2013)
Part 3: Islam: Empire of Faith (PBS)
The documentary speaks about the Islamic history of more than one thousand years. It further goes ahead to discuss the role of Mohammed, the Muslim culture and their contribution to art, trade, learning, and philosophy. The first-hour section speaks about the rise of Islamic and the beautiful life of Mohammed. It talks about the persecution experienced by the first Muslims and the growth in the Islamic religion. The last section talks about the rise and fall of the Ottoman reign. The documentary is however only available to those who buy it. Only excerpts are available online for other users. The piece has focused on the contribution brought by the Muslims and not the Islamic faith. Although the documentary has provided an accurate account of the contribution of the Muslims all over the time in history, we cannot see how the religion played a key role in the contributions.
Part 4: BBC Documentary - House Of Saud 2018, Ep 1
    The first episode of the House of Saud was against my expectation. The west was enthusiastic about the new leadership of Prince Muhammad Bin Salman. The prince has promised reforms on the operations of Saudi Arabia. The Episode instead focuses on the history of the Saudi and the possibility of mistrust within the partners bearing in mind that the prince was still a Saudi and the son of King Salman. The episode portrays the prince as somebody who is not to be trusted bearing in mind that the Saudis did not work with the west. In the end, we can see the ongoing conflict in Yemen which is actively using the British weapons. The war was an attack of Islamic and reflected the irrelevance of the Arab culture. The episode portrays the Saudis as a family of members who is involved in charitable events so as they can spread their own Islam views. An example of the Saudi activity was the jihad protect that was a rebellion on the regions’ authority. The evidence provided indicated that the Saudis funded a mosque in Bosnia. At the time, the jihad was used to protect the Islamic borders from the invasion of the impure. The episode has also discussed the role of politics in the formation of terrorist groups and the sympathizers with the Al Qaeda. Majority of the opposing sides were fighting against the western regime that was being set in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Tunis. The purpose of the programme aired by BBC was aimed to show the role of political leaders in fighting against religious extremism. However, the leaders have been unsuccessful in the bid to bring moderate religion. The episode has portrayed the Islamic leaders as the people who are responsible for the terrorism and extremism. The picture shown is not a true reflection of the real situation in the Middle East. Local leaders and other political figures are working hard to ensure that their kinsmen are safe and have the freedom to worship.
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